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PBFD – THE MISSION

Peformance-Based Façade Design (PBFD) serves as a pivotal platform for industry and academic experts at 
the forefront of innovation across companies and associations involved in façade development, design, 
consulting, manufacturing, testing, and standardization. It goes beyond the technical aspects of façade 
design to explore how companies, developers, and industry leaders shape their external presence, 
credibility, and influence. PBFD brings together global professionals to explore the future of façade design, 
fostering innovation, collaboration, and knowledge exchange.
Interactive discussions and activities centered on performance-based design best practices, recent 
advancements, and emerging possibilities for building envelopes act as catalysts for developing technical 
solutions within the industry. Attendees include founders and consultants from façade firms, technical 
directors, business development managers, researchers, developers, contributors to standardization bodies, 
and façade enthusiasts.
Given the exclusive and niche nature of the event, participants have the opportunity to interact closely and 
share insights. A Seminar, a Workshop, and curated Off-site Activities focus every year around a theme that 
is chosen by the PBFD Advisory Group.
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PBFD – THE HISORY

Since its inception in 2023, the Performance-Based Façade Design (PBFD) initiative has evolved into a 
leading international platform for façade innovation and sustainability.
• 2023 – Inaugural Edition (Iuav, Venice):
 Focused on Current Challenges of Performance-Based Design, the first PBFD brought together around 70 

global experts to discuss hazard mitigation, energy efficiency, and façade resilience. A key outcome was 
the contribution to drafting ISO 16316:2024 on windborne debris resistance.

• 2024 – Façade Reflections (Scuola Grande dei Carmini):
 The second edition expanded in scale with 100 participants. Discussions centered on AI-driven design 

tools, circular economy strategies, and sustainable façade practices. Off-site visits included the 
Blackwater Testing Lab and Carlo Scarpa’s Tomba Brion, linking theory with practice and history.

• 2025 – Technology Meets Nature (Auditorium Santa Margherita):
 The third edition explored façades as catalysts for sustainable development, addressing carbon 

reduction, circularity, and durability. Highlights featured Zaha Hadid Architects, Koltay Facades, and 
Werner Sobek, alongside a major debate and a technical visit to Simeon’s factory.

Across all editions, PBFD has positioned Venice as a global hub for façade innovation, paving the way for 
future themes such as Durable Façades (2026).





PBFD – ADVISORY GROUP

The PBFD Advisory Group was launched during the 2025 edition, and it is a multidisciplinary body of 
recognized experts guiding the long-term vision of the initiative. Comprising leading voices from 
architecture, engineering, real estate, academia, sustainability, policy, and international standardization, the 
group plays a strategic role in shaping the thematic direction of future PBFD editions.
Members ensure the initiative remains aligned with innovation, performance-based design, and global 
challenges in façade technology. Their diverse expertise—spanning advanced materials, building physics, 
economic modeling, regulatory frameworks, and regenerative urban planning—supports content 
evaluation, fosters cross-sector dialogue, and reinforces PBFD as a forward-looking platform at the 
intersection of design, technology, and sustainability.
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PBFD 2026 – SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

The Seminar on Durable Façades opens the 4th edition of PBFD (Sept. 16-18, 2026) with a focused 
investigation into the long-term performance of building envelopes. Global leaders will examine how 
technical innovation, materials science, and climate realities converge to shape resilient, low-maintenance, 
and performance-driven façade strategies.
Experts are invited to submit a proposal to present at the Workshop on Façade Serviceability: Failures and 
Lessons Learned, which will focus on real-world case studies and critical reflections on façade performance 
under service conditions. The Workshop aims to foster open discussion on lessons learned from design, 
testing, and in-service behavior, ranging from water penetration, air infiltration, and acoustic performance 
to thermal bridging, material degradation, and maintenance challenges. 
PBFD 2026 will again feature a curated programme of Off-site Activities and networking opportunities, 
giving participants access to cutting-edge façade innovation, craftsmanship, and sustainable construction 
in practice. Based on the feedback from previous years, the event is limited to a maximum of 120 
participants to ensure meaningful connections and sharing of experiences amongst the attendees. 
To secure a speaker slot (minimum Silver Package), host a technical visit within the PBFD Off-site Activities, 
or boost brand visibility, please contact the Curator to explore ad-hoc opportunities. All packages are 
customizable to your company’s objectives.

mailto:amejorin@performancebasedfacadedesign.org?subject=PBFD%202026%20-%20Sponsorship%20enquiry


DIAMOND PLATINUM GOLD SILVER BRONZE
€ 30,000 €25,000 €15,000 €10,000 € 5,000

Speaker Slot (20’) to Present at the 
Seminar on Durable Façades ★ ★ ★ ★

Priority Speaker Slot (subject to 
availability) to Present at the Seminar ★

Main Sponsor of the 
Grand Finale Event ★

Main Sponsor of the 
Welcome Reception Event ★

Partnership for the Off-site Activities
★

Sponsor of one Coffee Break / of the 
Entertainment at the Grand Finale Event ★

Roll-up During the 
Networking Opportunity and 5’ Pitch Talk ★ ★ ★ ★

Logo on the Website, on 2026 Videos 
and Online Posts’ Tag ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Distribution of Informative Materials 
to the Conference Attendees ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Number of Admissions
(Grand Finale Included) 6 5 3 2 1
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PBFD 2025 – PARTICIPANTS BY FIELD OF EXPERTISE

Architect

Consultant
Contractor

Developer

Façade access

Researcher

Standardization

Supplier

Testing lab



PBFD 2025 – PARTICIPANTS BY NATIONALITY

Austria

Bosnia & Herz.

Bulgaria

Canada

Denmark

Emirates

France

Germany

Italy

Japan

Netherlands

Serbia

Spain

Switzerland

United Kingdom

United States
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PBFD 2026 – BY INVITATION ONLY – Orsoni Furnace Private Tour  

@ Orsoni Furnace        

The Orsoni Furnace connects traditional 
craftsmanship with modern façade 
design. Founded in 1888 by Angelo 
Orsoni, the company gained prominence 
with its vibrant smalti and mosaic 
tesserae, showcased at the 1889 Great 
Exhibition in Paris. Orsoni’s mosaics have 
adorned iconic façades such as Gaudí’s 
Sagrada Familia, the Sacré Coeur, and 
Westminster Abbey. With innovations like 
uniform tesserae production, Orsoni 
advanced the integration of mosaics into 
façades. The visit is reserved to sponsors, 
speakers, PBFD Advisory Group.

https://orsoni.com/


PBFD 2026 – MAIN NETWORKING EVENT – Grand Finale
@ Palazzo Nani Bernardo      

Located in the heart of Venice on the 
Grand Canal, between Ca’ Rezzonico and 
Ca’ Foscari, Palazzo Nani Bernardo is a 
16th-century palace. The building features 
a typically Renaissance façade with 
remarkable compactness and regularity. 
The façade, clad in white marble, is also 
distinguished by two 18th-century coats 
of arms positioned at the level of the 
second floor between the windows. 
Inside, the Palazzo boasts a truly unique 
Italian-style garden, one of the largest 
private gardens in Venice.

https://www.palazzonanibernardo.it/
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